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CEDIA Autumn Newsletter 2008   

Since the issue of our summer newsletter in August, the intervening period it has proved to be exceptionally active for both the CEDIA Executive and Board members. This has arisen from changes in policy, where by closer working relationships with member associations have been encouraged and representational activity has been given higher priority.

In early September the President and the General secretary attended the European Congress on Higher Agricultural Education in Lleida Spain. The conference, which was entitled “Developing road maps for European Life Sciences Degrees - competences, quality and employability” was most interesting from a CEDIA perspective linking the educational and training of graduates with professional demands and requirements. Given the importance and necessity of closer cooperation between the universities and the professionals in agriculture, the Presidents of both associations agreed that a joint CEDIA / ICA conference should take place in 2009.

 At the invitation of the Danish Association, CEDIA participated in the annual meeting and associated Conference of the Nordic Country associations held in Copenhagen.  A conference declaration was issued addressing policy considerations with respect to agriculture /energy crops and the environment.

Discussions and Exchange of views took place with the presidents of the associations of the visiting Nordic Counties present (Finland, Sweden, Norway), who were interested in the activities of CEDIA.

A CEDIA Board Meeting also took place.

CEDIA was among the associations of agronomists represented and the 500 delegates who attended the World Congress of Agronomists, which took place (27/31 Oct 2008) in Madrid. The congress, which was organised and hosted by the Spanish Associations on behalf of AMIA, (Association Mondiale D’Ingenieurs Agronomes) addressed several global issues of concern to both society and to the agronomist.

 The President and the general secretary of CEDIA also attended the general assembly of AMIA and made an application for membership as representative of the European Region on behalf of the organisation.

The purpose of AMIA is unify, coordinate, and represent associations of agronomists throughout the world, promote the practise of such profession, its academic excellence and professional ethics, promote the social and economic development of the rural sector and represent agrarian rights in international forums and before governments. AMIA is recognised as an NGO by the Food and Agricultural Organisation of the United Nations.

The next world congress will be hosted by the Canadian Associations and will take place in 2012 in Quebec City, Canada. 

A joint Ireland/UK Bologna Conference entitled “Stimulating Mobility for world class Higher Education” took place in Dublin on 19th November. The President of CEDIA attended. Topics addressed included the experience of both universities and students with respect to EU transnational programmes as well as a commission perspective on Bologna post 2010.

Subsequently in December CEDIA representatives had a meeting with the Commission in Brussels at which educational and development programmes for professionals, and opportunities for professional associations were discussed. 

The President and the General secretary also held discussions with the Belgian Association FABI, which represents graduates from the faculties of both engineering and life sciences in French speaking Belgium universities. FABI is a member of CLAIU (Comite de Liaison des Associatios d’Ingenieurs Universitaire) the Association representing engineers in Europe.

Following on two CEDIA Board meetings held in the first half of the year an additional two Board meetings were held in second half, in Copenhagen (18th Sept) and Madrid  (26th Oct) respectively. Issues in relation to finances and website were addressed, and a revised policy and strategy for CEDIA, which had been the subjects of discussion for some time, were agreed. 
Wishing all readers Seasons Greetings &happy New Year

The website has been further developed, making it easier to navigate and more user friendly. Several new sections were added which is hoped will give a better understanding of CEDIA and the work with which it is involved. It is proposed to continue with these developments and also to make a higher proportion of information available in the French language. The website address will in the near future be restricted to www.cedia.eu,  only, the Belgian address will be discontinued.

Programme of meetings/events 2009

A visit to the European parliament, organised by ASA Ireland, will take place 10th /11th February. 

A Board meeting, plus the opportunity to visit Salon de L’agriculture and SIMA exhibitions has been organised for Paris, 21st /23rd February

A joint CEDIA / ICA conference will take place in Leuven, Belgium in the 10th  to 13th June period. The general assembly of CEDIA as well as a meeting of the Jobs/career services committee will also take place at this time.

A third board meeting will be held in Dublin to allow members to attend the ASA annual congress, which will be held 10th/11th of September.

Detailed Programmes with respect to each event will be circulated later.

For member associations, activities and events, see websites of member associations, which can be reached by clicking on map on CEDIA website.

Sean Gaule

President of CEDIA 

Dec 22nd 2008
Legal address : CEDIA c/o KUL Fac. LTBW - Kasteelpark Arenberg 20 - 3001 HEVERLEE (Belgium)

Postal address : CEDIA President, C/O ASA, Irish Farm Centre, Bluebell, Dublin 12, Ireland

Tel. : + 353 1 4603682  -  Fax :  + 33.1.42.61.48.50

E-mail : info@cedia.be  -  Website : www.cedia.eu
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