Cedia Newsletter - Summer 2008

Since the publication of our Spring Newsletter I would like to update you on some of our activities and developments that have since taken place.

General Assembly and Board Meeting

The General Assembly and Board meeting, which was hosted by the Portuguese association, took place in Lisbon 23rd to 24th May.   To co inside with these meetings a most interesting conference on water use management was held and a visit for delegates to the Alqueva dam project in South Eastern Portugal took place.  

 A main part of the business of the meeting was the election of a new President in succession to Alberto Krohn de Silva, who for personal reasons decided not to go forward for a second term of office, and the election of vice presidents. 

 Mr Sean Gaule, first vice President, was elected President. Mr Gaule is the representative of the Agricultural Science Association of Ireland, and a member of the board of Cedia since 2002. Mr George Photiou from Cyprus and Ms Christene Monnier from France were elected first and second vice presidents respectively.  

 Mr Gaule is a public servant with wide international experience of the Agriculture, having served in the EU Commission in Brussels, as Irish Permanent representative to FAO, Agricultural Counsellor in the Irish Embassy Rome, and as a consultant to the World Bank. He has degrees in Agricultural Sciences and an MBA Public Sector management, from university college Dublin. 

Spain was welcomed as a new Cedia member.  The membership of Spain, adds several new dimensions to Cedia, not least in increased membership, knowledge and expertise but also in relationships and networking opportunities both in Spain and with the several Spanish speaking agronomy associations in the countries of South America with which the Spanish Association has close ties. In fact the World Congress of Agricultural Engineers and Agriculture Professionals takes place 28 – 31 October 2008 in Madrid.  Ref www.congresomundialagronom2008.org.uk
Mr Gaule thanked Mr Khron de Silva for his contribution to Cedia and hoped he would remain on as a board member. In his address he drew attention to the various challenges facing agriculture and professionals involved in the agricultural sector.

International food supplies, food versus fuel, food safety, Climate change, world population growth, farm incomes, international trading and the relative lack of investments in Agricultural research and education were all issues of concern to agronomists. The role of the agronomist, and the necessity to further increase investment in research and education, particularly in relation agricultural science / engineering, was now most important if these challenges were to be adequately addressed.  

The fundamental basics of agriculture had often tended to be neglected in the pursuit of wider and often in more peripheral biological and environmental interests. A refocusing and a greater prioritisation of scientific research and advice in favour of agricultural production, in particular the further evaluation of biotechnology, land and water use in, in both broader and relative terms, was now required.

Among the main priorities outlined for Cedia were the completion of a new business strategy and plan of action for the organisation, an increase in membership - particularly countries from central and eastern Europe, member ship criteria to be reviewed with a particular emphasis on training and qualification requirements, increased cooperation and integration of member Association’s job services and the further development of the continuous professional development initiative. The website will also be further developed. The main priority as always is to provide the optimum service to members and member associations. 

News from Member Associations

ASA - Ireland 

Appointment of a Professional Manager:

The Agricultural Science Association (ASA) is dedicated to enhancing the professional interests of all graduates in agriculture, food, forestry and horticulture. For more than 65 years the ASA has relied on the voluntary effort of successive Presidents, Councils and loyal members to deliver this service. While the Association has provided its members with valuable professional and social benefits down through the years, other representative associations, with a full time executive staff, are able to deliver a whole range of other services to their members. 

Following an in-depth examination by the ASA Council of the Association during 2007 and further discussion at the annual general meeting in September 2007, the decision was taken to employ a full-time Manager, in an effort to harness the full potential of the ASA. The full-time Manager will work closely with the President and Council to drive the ASA agenda forward. With a full time Manager in place the Association will now be equipped to provide the most effective services to its members and represent their views and interests in the professional manner, which they deserve. James O’Mahony, the newly appointed manager, is wished every success in his new role.

Policy issues: 

There are a number of key changes, which will be introduced immediately in an effort to reinvigorate the Association and revitalise the membership. The Association will introduce three categories of distinct members, ‘Under Graduates‘, ‘Young Graduates’ and ‘Mature Graduates‘. Each group will have a distinct package of services, which will be developed for them and will be based on feedback from surveys and focus group work; to ensure that what is put in place is actually demanded on the ground. 

Services:

One of the key services, which are already being delivered, but will be expanded and improved upon by the Manager, will be the Personal Development Courses. These courses will be geared at the professional needs of the members and will be run regionally as determined by demand. Among the ones being considered at present are, report writing, media writing, presentation skills and public speaking.

The Association will also aim to deliver a quarterly publication both on-line and in print. This will deliver up to date information on issues affecting members. In each edition high profile members will be selected and asked to contribute to the publication with an article relevant to their area of work. This publication will also advertise on upcoming events to keep members abreast of the events being run by the ASA throughout the year.

One area that the Association also believes deserves particular attention, especially within the rapidly changing environment that the agri-food industry finds itself in today, is the area of policy formation. The impact of climate change, energy security, genetically modified organisms, bio-security and water pollution, to name but a few issues, with implications for the agri-food industry, will also directly affect our members. Therefore, the ASA has a role to play in policy formation through engaging with its members and developing well thought out and scientific based solutions.

Annual Conference and social activities (11/12 September 2008):

Finally, keeping the focus of our attention directly on members, the ASA Annual Conference, which will be held on Friday, September 12 in the Radisson Hotel, Galway, will take a look at the impact of the changes within the agri-food sector on our profession. This challenging question will be posed to a top level panel of guest speakers in an effort to map out where we should be focusing our attention going forward and to turn the spotlight back on the professional agricultural science graduates. For further information Email: secretary@asaireland.ie 

The Pre-Conference Golf outing will take place on Thursday, 11 September 2008, at the Galway Golf Club, Salthill, Galway. Email: Helen.mcnulty@teagasc.ie
For further information re ASA: www.asaireland.ie
VDL - Germany

Berlin-Brussels-Seminar 10/12Nov 2008

The yearly Berlin-Brussels-seminar will give participants the opportunity to become acquainted with German and community policy issues. This is an opportunity, which should not be missed, members should jump at this special chance of being informed. The Berlin-section will take place from 10th to 12th of November 2008. Experts will discourse and face up to questions in public. On the first day the participants in the seminar will have the opportunity to participate in an experts forum (theme to be available soon) and the Dinner Debate of VDL with high level representatives from politics, economy and science. 

On the morning of the second day profitable discussions will take place on current questions and issues in relation to agriculture and the food economy with representatives of the German Federal Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Consumer Protection (BMELV), the German Raiffeisenverband and the National Farmers’ Union will also participate. After lunch the ZMP will give an overview about current trends and observations in agriculture and food markets. The will be followed by a sight-seeing tour which will provide an introduction to important political places in Berlin such as the chancellery, Bundesrat, Reichstag etc. The day will end with dinner.   

On the final day a panel of agricultural experts from the German Bundestag will discuss current questions re agriculture and the food economy. The group will also visit the German Reichstag after lunch and will participate in a meeting of the German Bundestag. The participation fee for VDL members will be € 60 and for non-members  € 100.The Brussels-section will inform participants about agriculture and food policy of the EU. This part of the seminar will take place from 1st to 3rd of April 2009. If you are interested in the Berlin-Brussels-seminar send registrations by e-mail: info@vdl.de
Dinner Debate Nov 10th 2008 

The Dinner Debate of 2008 will take place at the house of agriculture and food economy in Berlin, Claire-Waldoff-road 7, on November 10, 2008. In course of the event profitable discussions will be hold between members of all factions of the Bundestag and members of the VDL about current questions of agriculture and food economy.

As well as the chairpersons and chief financial officers of all our national associations we expect both presidents and chairpersons of cooperative federations from the sector of agriculture, food economy and horticulture and high representatives of politics, economy, universities, public administration, federations and institutions

For further information re VDL: www.vdl.de
NLR - Denmark
  
Meeting of Nordic Union of Agronomists

On June 12-15 the Nordic unions of agronomists gathered in Denmark at their annual meeting to discuss cooperation and mutual initiatives. The current president of NLR is the Danish chairman of JA, Kirsten Holst. The president hosted a tour to the small island of Aeroe.  

The Danish secretariat of JA has got a new director. Mrs Ann-Margret Duus Jensen who started on June the first, she will also be head of the administrative section. The other two sections in the secretariat deals with communication and legal consultancy to the members,

NLR Conference 2008 – 19-20 September 
Congress venue: DGI-Byen, Tietgensgade 65, Copenhagen

Programme:

Friday 19 September 2008:

12.00 - 13.30

      Lunch

13.30 - 13.45

      We take our seats

13.45 - 14.00

      Welcome address by JA’s chairman

14.00 - 16.00            Petter H. Heyerdahl, The Norwegian University of Life Sciences: ”Transport, local, regional and global”.


Erik Steen Jensen, The Danish National Laboratory for Sustainable Energy (RISØ): ”The Technological Development of Bioenergy”.


Veli-Pekka Reskola, The Finnish Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry: ”The Political Aspects of Bioenergy”.

16.00 - 16.30
Coffee break

16.30 - 17.00
Christina Engfeldt, FAO Director of Information: ”Can we have bioenergy and get food at the same time?- a global perspective?

17.00 - 17.30
Jørgen E. Olesen, Research Professor at The University of Aarhus and a member of the Danish Governmental Climate Commission and the Intergovernmental UN Panel on Climate Change: ”Climate Challenges and the Potentials of Bioenergy”.

17.30 - 18.00
Discussion
19.00 - ?

        Dinner

Saturday 20 September 2008:

8.00 - 9.00

Breakfast

9.00 - 9.15

We take our seats

9.15 - 11.30
Labour Market and Education (in English) Panel Discussion with Finn Roar Brun, Göran Bäckstrand, Antti Huhtamäki and Kirsten Holst. 

11.30 - 11.55

A manifesto – or a statement from the conference – JA’s 


11.55 - 12.00

Closing remark by JA’s chairman 

12.00 - 13.00

Lunch and good-bye
For further information re activities in Denmark: www.ja.dk
PUA -Pancyprian Union of Agriculturists- Cyprus
The activities of Pancyprian Union of Agriculturists, during the first quarter of 2008, were the following: 
· Its Board had four regular meetings, during which routine and current subjects of special interest were dealt with. 
· The Annual Regular Regional Assemblies, which according to its Statutes are held during the first quarter of each year, were convened and an assessment of previous year’s proceedings took place. 
· A visit to Greece’s agricultural exhibition Agrotica in Thessalonica was realised, with a participation of 78 Agriculturists and farmers. 

· The most serious problem faced nowadays not only by the farm sector but by the Cyprus economy as a whole, is drought and water shortage. PUA issued an announcement to the media stating its position and its suggestions on the subject. 

· The President Mr George Photiou and the Member of the Board Mr Stelios Stylianou participated in the Board Meeting of CEDIA, held in Paris the 1st of March. 

Events organised in the second quarter of 2008:
· 20th of May: Lecture on Rynchophorus ferrugineus- the red palm weevil, co organised with Limassol Municipality. 

· 23rd and 24th of May: Participation of the President of PUA at the Board Meeting and General Assembly of CEDIA, as well as at the International Conference on << Southern Europe Irrigation Systems>> to be held within the framework of the G.A. 

· 24th of May: The annual ball of PUA, which is under the auspices of the Minister of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environment, to be held in Sandy Beach Hotel in Larnaca. 
· 7th of June: The annual Pancyprian Conference of the General Representatives of PUA, to discus and approve the policy and the activities program for the year ahead.

For further information please see: www.agronom.org.cy
ODE - Portugal

International Conference on “Southern Europe Irrigation Systems”

 A most interesting Conference was held in conjunction with the Cedia general assembly. Water Supplies, storage, distribution, and irrigation systems were discussed. Presentations were made by speakers from Spain and Portugal.  

Goncalo Leal discussed collective irrigation systems while Francisco Gomes da Silva and Isaurindo Oliveira discussed the topics of Irrigation economy and Irrigation warning systems respectively. Following open discussion the President of Cedia, Alberto Krohn de Silva emphasised the necessity of urgent investment in relation to the various aspects of water management and utilisation and called on the EU and member states to provide greater resources in relation to this most essential natural resource.

Visit to the Alqueva Dam/ Irrigation Project

 Delegates took the opportunity to visit the Alqueva Dam and Irrigation Scheme with technical support and explanations provided by EDIA Experts. The holistic approach to development in the region arising from the provision of the Dam to include Rural Development, intensive agriculture, and  tourism was most impressive. In conjunction with the visit to Alqueva, an appreciation of agriculture in the Region was provided through a visit to a cork extraction enterprise in Alentejo and a visit to a Cereal farm and winery. 

For further details re activities in Portugal: www.ordemengenheiros.pt
UNIAGRO -  France

Annual Conference

The UNIAGRO annual conference was held in Montpellier on January 25th. The theme of the conference was “Euro Mediterranean Basin – Business and Cooperation”

Main themes addressed: 

“Euro Mediterranean Zone –Challenges 2020” M B. Hervieux 

“Nutritional situation – changes and challenges” Mrs Martine Padilla

“Cereal production – North/South” M J.F.Gleize

Visit to Salon de L’Agriculture Paris 29 Feb 2008
UNIAGRO facilitated both the Cedia Board meeting and the visit of the Board  to the Salon de L’Agriculture. The opportunity was taken to discuss and exchange views with many of the main players in French Agriculture as well as with representatives of the European Commission. 

For further details re activities in France: www.uniagro.fr
Update on European Agricultural Policy and related issues
http://www.europa.eu/
· French Presidency

France took over the six months presidency in succession to Slovenia on July 1st. The top priority of the French presidency is the CAP Health Check, which it hopes, can be agreed at Council before the end of the year. CAP post 2013 will also be discussed. A green paper on Community policy re the quality of agricultural products will be published in the autumn. It is also hoped to have agreement on a proposed school fruit scheme.

· Eu funding claim back

A total of €410.3 million of EU agricultural support is to be claimed back from several Member States due to inadequate control procedures or non-compliance with EU rules on agricultural expenditure.

· Pesticide Legislation

The tillage sector in many European countries is concerned that proposed EU legislation will drastically reduce the number of agrochemicals which farmers can use with a consequent dramatic reduction in crop production. While a safe and vigilant approach to pesticide approval and management is essential, in this case Cedia calls for more scientific appraisal with respect to the key products in question. The issue of risk must be taken into account in conjunction with that of hazard

· OECD Report

A recent OECD report states, “Current biofuel policies in OECD countries are a highly inefficient way of addressing climate change or improving energy security” ref www.oecd.org/tad/bioenergy
· Us Ethanol Policy

In two studies in the US; both T. Elam and K. Collins in their respective reports to the US, Environmental Protection Agency, show that US government ethanol mandates have placed significant pressure on food prices, significantly higher (23% - 35%) than USDA estimates, which were estimated as being as little as three percent over a three year period. 

Ref www.thebioenergysite.com
· Breakdown of WTO Negotiations

It is regretted that the WTO negotiations ended in failure when it appeared that a balanced agreement was just about to be achieved. While farmers in a number of European countries were of the view that no agreement was better than a bad agreement, success would have given a substantial impetus to the world economy and particularly to that of Developing Countries. Efforts should continue to ensure a successful conclusion is reached.  Ref www.wto.org
· Lisbon Treaty
The rejection of the Lisbon Treaty by the Irish electorate is a cause of concern for both Ireland and the EU. An interesting analysis of the implications is provided in a recent paper by Charles Grant, from the London based think–tank, the Centre for European Reform. see   http://www.cer.org.uk/articles/61_grant.html
· International Year of the potato
The year 2008 has been declared the International Year of the Potato by the United Nations, noting that the potato is a staple food in the diet of the world’s population, and affirming the need to focus world attention on the role that the potato can play in providing food security and eradicating poverty see www.potato2008.org
www.cipotato.org/
An interesting series of articles examining the growing demands on, and changes in the world’s production of food published in the New York Times can be found on the following site. Ref www.nytimes.com/foodchain
Activities of Associate Associations

1) European Association of Agricultural Economists (EAAE)

The XIIth EAAE Congress
August 26-29, 2008
Ghent, Belgium
http://www.eaae2008.be    

2 ) Association for European Life Sciences Universities (ICA)
9TH European Conference on Higher Agricultural Education (ECHAE)

Sept 2-5, 2008

Lleida, Spain

www.ica-europe
www.9echae.udl.cat
3) World Association of Agronomists
 1V World Congress of Agronomists and Professionals in Agronomy

October 28 – 30, 2008

Madrid, Spain

http://www.congresomundialagronom2008.org/uk
Agenda

The next Cedia Board Meeting is planned for Copenhagen, Denmark, on Sat 20th September.

Sean Gaule 

President of  Cedia

