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CEDIA Summer Newsletter 2009   

Dear Colleagues,

We are now approaching the end of yet another year in the life of Cedia. On Saturday the 13th of June our annual general assembly will take place in the Leuven Institute for Ireland in Europe, in the historic town of Leuven in Belgium .The agenda and documents for the meeting should by now have reached all board members. 

The General Assembly will be preceded on the 10th –12th of June, by the main highlight of the year for Cedia, the hosting of a joint conference with ICA – the Association for European Life sciences Universities. While there is a long history of cooperation between Cedia and its member associations, with that of ICA and its individual constituent universities, this is the first time since 2002 that a substantial joint event of this nature has been organised. The conference will examine models for successful collaboration and partnerships of purpose between universities, business and NGO’S. See the Cedia website www.cedia.eu for detailed information. This is an information and networking occasion, which is highly recommended. The support of you and your association is requested, and in advance is much appreciated. 

A most informative and enjoyable visit to the Salon de L’ Agriculture and the SIMA agricultural machinery exhibition took place in Paris in February in conjunction with the last board meeting.

 The Irish association, ASA, organised a very successful visit to the European Parliament and European Commission in Brussels to which Cedia members were invited. 

The Cedia website has been further developed and several additions have been uploaded. Please click on the country map on the home page for member association information. News and general Information in either English or French with respect to your association or agricultural developments in your country are requested for the further enhancement of the site. 

Steady progress is being made in the further development of AMIA  - The World Association of Agricultural Scientists. This is an association, which had its roots in South America, and which is now taking on a global dimension. A regional structure is now in place, with Cedia representing the European region. It is also recognised as an international NGO by FAO, the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations. The Agricultural Profession will now have its voice heard in international fora and will be able contribute to global agricultural policy while the professionals in agricultural Science will be much better facilitated.   Funding is now being sourced to further the organisation’s International status and role. The next AMIA World Congress for Agricultural Scientists takes place in Quebec, Canada, in 2012 with a board and organising committee meeting taking place in Brazil in 2010.

 Among the major issues for discussion at the fore- coming Cedia General Assembly are the questions of improved services to both individual members and member associations. These to include the issues of education and qualifications, the employment situation in the current economic climate, and job services; increased membership; strategy; Organisation, administration and finance.

Sean Gaule

President of CEDIA 

Postal address : CEDIA President, C/O ASA, Irish Farm Centre, Bluebell, Dublin 12, Ireland
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